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Our Mission 

To worship God, to seek 

the way of Christ, to grow 

as an inviting, caring, and 

challenging community of 

adults, youth, and 

children, in response to 

God's unconditional love 

that transcends all human 

distinctions and summons 

us to make a difference in 

the World. 

Our Diversity Statement 

As beloved children of God, 

we welcome all persons to 

join our family of faith as 

full participants, regardless 

of age, race or ethnicity, 

national origin, gender, 

marital status, sexual 

orientation, mental or 

physical ability, economic 

status, differences of 

thought and expression, or 

any other human 

condition. We celebrate 

and find strength in our 

diversity. 
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Greetings from Fairmount 

Your Session, the governing body of the 
church, is engaged in a visioning 
process that will give focus to our 
mission and ministries in the coming 
years.  Through discussion, 
discernment, and prayer, your leaders 
are formulating a vision that will clarify 
who they believe God is calling us to be. 

One value they have identified is a 
renewed focus on mission.  In its 
November meeting the Session set a 
goal of ensuring that within the next 
five years at least 10% of the operating 
budget will be directed to mission and 
outreach.  Only 3.9% of the current 
operating budget is earmarked for 
mission.  We can and will do better. 

One way to grow our outreach budget is 
to engage in new missions that will 
deepen and expand Fairmount's 
presence in our neighborhood, city, and 
world.  To help with this task the 
Session has commissioned Associate 
Pastor Eric Dillenbeck, who is 
spearheading mission and outreach, to 
embark on a month long ―mission 
study.‖  What are other churches doing 
effectively, and what are some of their 
best practices that we can emulate?  
During his study that will begin in mid-
January, Eric will be traveling to 
dynamic churches across the country.  If 
you have frequent flyer miles that you 
would like to donate to subsidize his 
travel, please call the church. 

It is my belief that in a busy and fearful 
world, the best way churches can bring 
about real, lasting change is to have a 
clear sense of where God is calling them 
to serve.  Too often churches apply 
Band-Aids to problems or sprinkle 
money over a variety of missions.  With 
God's help, and a congregational 
commitment to addressing a particular 
area of need, we can do something 
together that addresses root causes of 
poverty, violence and suffering. 

Please keep Pastor Eric in your prayers 
as he seeks to learn more about what is 
possible when churches focus their 
mission and outreach.  Be ready to join 
the discernment process upon his 
return, as together we seek to uncover 
where God is calling us to leverage our 
resources to bring hope to a hurting 
world. 

Thank you for your generous gifts of 
time, talent, and treasure, and if you 
feel God calling Fairmount into a 
particular mission area, speak with 
Pastor Eric.  He‘d love to talk with you 
about where you believe God is calling 
us to serve. 

Blessings, 

 
 

 
Rev. Derek Starr Redwine 
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Worship 

Advent by Candlelight 

and Pajamas—Worship 

Geared Toward the  Young at 

Heart 

On Tuesday, December 3rd, 

7:00 p.m. there will be a short 

worship service in the chapel.  It‘s 

especially designed for families 

with preschool and elementary 

aged children, but all ages are 

welcome!  Children can come to 

church in their pajamas to hear a 

special Advent story and close with 

a circle of candlelight.  Hot 

chocolate and cookies await at the 

close of the service. 

 

Sermon Series will put 
Focus on Core Stories 
Although the Old Testament 
contains countless stories in a 
variety of forms, some see within 
the broad narrative a limited 
number of core themes that tell the 
basic story of how God has been 
active in times past. Through these 
core stories we are able to better 
understand the life, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus and how God 
is active in our lives today.  In early 
2014, in worship and adult 
education we will explore these six 
foundational Old Testament 
stories: 
 The Creation 
 God‘s Call 
 The Exodus 
 Sinai Covenant 
 Promised Land 
 Davidic Rule 

 
Each of these stories is big, broad 
and important within the Biblical 
text.  We hope that in focusing on 
them we will deepen our 
understanding and practice of the 
faith.  From Sunday, January 19th 
through February, we will focus on 
one of the core stories each week. 
Stay tuned for more details. 
 

Christmas Eve Worship 
 
11:00 a.m. at Judson Park with 
Communion, carols, and the 
reading of the Christmas Story. 
 
4:30 p.m. Christmas Eve Family 
Worship in the Sanctuary includes 
an interactive Christmas pageant 
with children choosing parts as 
they arrive, then participating in 
the telling of the Christmas Story. 
 
7:30 p.m. Candlelight Service of 
Lessons and Carols. Meditation by 
Pastor Derek Starr Redwine.  
Music: Hand Bell and Youth 
Choirs. 
 
10:00 p.m. Candlelight Service of 
Lessons and Carols. Meditation by 
Pastor Derek Starr Redwine.  
Music: Fairmount Choir, with harp, 
flute, and trumpets. Prelude music 
starts at 9:40 p.m. 
 
PLEASE NOTE: At the 

recommendation of the 

Worship and Arts Council last 

January, Session changed the 

time of the late service to 

10:00 p.m. 

The Children’s Musical, 

White Gift Service and 

Potluck Holiday Dinner 
This year's Christmas musical, The 

World Sings Noel, will be 

performed as part of a sparkling 

congregational event on Sunday, 

December 8th, at 4:00 p.m. 

The celebration will continue with 

the congregation 

presenting blessed 

Christmas mission 

gifts to the Heights 

Food Bank families, a 

carol sing-a-long and 

a church-wide potluck 

holiday dinner. 

Blue Christmas  Worship 
Tuesday, December 10th at 7 :00 p.m. in the Chapel 

For many, the Christmas season can be a painful time. It may be the 

first Christmas without a loved family member who has died; it may be 

a time that has always been difficult. The constant refrains on radio and 

television and in shopping malls and churches about the happiness of 

the season, about getting together with family and friends, only 

reminds many people of what they have lost. The anguish of the death 

of a loved one can make us feel alone in the midst of celebrations and 

joy. We need the space and time to acknowledge our sadness; we need 

to know that we are not alone. We need encouragement to live the days 

ahead of us.   

 

You are invited to join us as we claim space this Advent season for our 

Blue Christmas Service.  This will be an opportunity for people to join 

with others in their sadness, to be reflective and to focus on the hope 

and healing found in scripture.   
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Building & Properties Update 

We at Fairmount have so many 

things to celebrate and for which to 

be thankful as we move away from 

the Thanksgiving holiday and into a 

period of watchfulness and 

anticipation leading up to 

Christmas.  The Angel tree is up 

and the building and grounds are 

being adorned with our holiday 

decorations.  The next time you 

visit Fairmount, please take a 

moment to appreciate the beauty of 

the stained glass, the graceful lines 

of the woodwork, the floral 

arrangements lovingly prepared by 

Vicki Mentrek and member 

volunteers for the main entry-ways, 

and the sturdy walls that have 

served as a place of joy, refuge and 

reflection for thousands of 

members, friends and visitors since 

the Parish Hall (the building that 

includes Andersen Hall, the offices, 

nursery, kitchen and dining areas) 

was completed in 1922. 

Like many aging structures, it takes 

a lot of time, attention  and money 

to keep Fairmount safe and in well-

functioning condition.  In 2013, we 

targeted areas that were 

experiencing  repeated water 

intrusion by clearing drain lines, 

replacing flat roofs, and upgrading 

the windows lining the top of 

Andersen Hall.  In preparation for 

our 2014 budgeting and planning 

process, the Properties Committee 

recently engaged C.L.I. Group, LLC 

of Cleveland to perform an 

assessment of the Fairmount 

structures and mechanical systems.  

While the assessment report 

includes a number of 

recommended repairs and 

replacements for the coming few 

years, we are thrilled to hear from 

the inspector that our facility "is in 

surprisingly good condition 

for a building of its size and 

age."  That alone is reason to 

celebrate!  The inspector also 

commended the church for the 

many energy efficiency upgrades 

recently undertaken, including 

occupancy sensors to control 

lighting, use of energy-efficient 

light bulbs, window replacements, 

and the type of roofing membrane 

used for the recent flat-roof 

replacement project  completed by 

Calvetta Brothers Construction.  

  

It is also my pleasure 

and privilege to 

share with you that 

Fairmount has been 

certified as an 

"Earth Care Congregation" by 

the PC(USA) Environmental 

Ministries Office for the fourth year 

in a row.  Our gratitude and 

appreciation goes to the members 

and friends serving in the Earth 

Keepers, and to  Church 

Administrator , Nancy Cochrane for 

continuing to identify and 

implement ways for our 

congregation to better care for 

God's creation by saving both 

energy and financial resources.  As 

Christians, we have a commitment 

to care for God's creation and as 

members of Fairmount, we have a 

commitment to be good stewards of 

this beautiful building and the 

financial resources made available 

to care for it.  I look forward to a 

very exciting 2014 for Fairmount, 

especially as we work to make this 

lovely building more welcoming 

and inviting for you and your 

family, and for all of those in the 

present and future who search for a 

place of relationship, refuge and 

joy. 

  

Peace and blessings, 

LeAnn Davis, Properties Chair 

The inspector ... commended the church for the many energy efficiency 

upgrades recently undertaken, including occupancy sensors to control 

lighting, use of energy-efficient light bulbs, window replacement, and the 

type of roofing membrane used for the recent flat-roof replacement 

project.  
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Children’s and Family Ministries 

Youth Ministry 

Parents’ Night Out 
Friday, December 13th 
6:00—9:00 p.m. 

Thanks to our great volunteers and 
parents for launching Friday Night 
Lights.  We all felt blessed to enjoy 
your amazing children for an 
evening of lighting up Fairmount 
with performances, dance, games 

and fun!  Jack Desmond even 
played Beethoven and Mozart upon 
request for musical chairs (to which 
the kids said, ―oooh I love this 
song!‖) 
 
The theme is sharing … so please 
bring a small gift, mittens or 
canned goods for us to share with 
North Church. This will be a good 
holiday lesson for the children and 
a great way for us to expand our 
holiday cheer to inner-city 
Cleveland!  We‘ll have dinner, then 
games, songs, arts and crafts and a 
movie. 
 
For the adults: No cost to you. 
Make plans and invite friends out. 
Encourage them to sign up  their 
children to stay with us, too!   
 

RSVP children’s names and 
ages to the church by Tuesday, 
December  10th at 216-321-5800. 

Contact Laura Desmond,            
lauradesmond.cleve@gmail.com 
with any questions. 

 

Help at Bethany….and  

It’s downhill from there! 

Friday, December 13th 

Join us for a night of service and 

fun as we leave the church parking 

lot at 5:00 p.m. and drive over to 

Bethany to serve a warm meal to 

our hungry brothers and sisters. 

Afterward, we leave directly from 

Bethany to grab a dinner on the 

West Side and then go tobogganing 

in the Metroparks.  Please bring 

$15.00 for dinner and tobogganing.  

(If you can‘t get here at 5:00 p.m. 

for Bethany, but want to go 

tobogganing with the group, please 

let Pastor Eric know and he will 

arrange rides.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

White Elephant 

Gift Party 

Sunday, December 1st 

5:00 p.m.—6:30 p.m. 

Our last youth group of 2013! 

Come to Youth Group with your 

holiday spirit!  We will enjoy great 

holiday-themed food, play holiday 

games and end the evening with a 

rousing White Elephant gift 

exchange.   

Here are the ―rules‖ — Come to 

youth group with a wrapped gift.  It 

can be something you have 

purchased or it can be a re-gifted 

treasure.  Either way, you can‘t 

spend more than $5 on a gift.  You 

will laugh, you will cry, and you will 

laugh some more. 

mailto:lauradesmond.cleve@gmail.com
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Mission 

Alternative Giving Options at Fairmount Presbyterian Church 

Are you looking for gifts that will make a difference in 

the world?  Fairmount has a few different ways you 

can give the gift of hope this Christmas season. 

You Can Still Be a Holiday Angel:  There are 

angels on the Angel Tree in Andersen Hall, labeled 

with products needed by the Heights Emergency Food 

Center.  Please take an angel, buy the product listed 

and return to the church by Sunday, December 8th.  

All items donated will be delivered on December 9th. 

Mitten Tree:   Baby,  It’s Cold Outside  That‘s how 

the song goes, and it couldn‘t be more true.  There are 

many people who are desperately in need of coats, 

gloves, mittens, scarves, socks and hats that will help 

them stay warm this winter.  During this Advent 

Season you are invited to bring 

in new or gently used winter 

items and place them on or 

under the Christmas tree in 

Andersen Hall.  After Christmas these items will be 

collected and given to North Church to give away. 

 

Catalogues:  Is there someone in your life who has 

everything?  Are you looking for a gift that will honor 

someone and change the world?  Then stop by the 

Alternative Giving table in Andersen Hall and pick up 

the 2013 Presbyterian Giving Catalog, which includes 

many opportunities to purchase gifts that will make a 

life-changing difference in the world. 

Heights Emergency Food Center 

On November 1st almost two million Ohioans 

(including 

children, elderly, 

disabled and 

veterans) had a 

significant cut to 

their SNAP (food 

stamp) benefits. 

A family of four 

now receives $36 

less per month, representing a lot of milk, bread, 

produce and other essentials for a healthy diet.  As a 

result, there has been a significant increase in the 

number of individuals and families showing up at the 

Heights Emergency Food Center (HEFC) at Disciples 

Christian Church, 3663 Mayfield Road, Cleveland 

Heights.  Often, people have long waits to get their 

allotment of food, and volunteers are working 

overtime trying to meet the needs of qualified 

residents of Cleveland Heights, University Heights, 

South Euclid and Lyndhurst. 

HEFC is seeking more volunteers who can help to bag 
groceries and stock shelves.  Hours of operation are: 

 Monday, 4:00-6:00 p.m. 

 Tuesday and Friday, 9:00-11:30 a.m. 

 Thursday, 9:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m., and 

Last two Thursdays of the month, 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
 
Anyone interested in volunteering, please call 
the Food Center at 216-381-0707. 

Session Will Increase Mission Giving 

At the November meeting of Session our elders 

unanimously approved a motion from the Outreach 

Mission Council that boldly moves our church into the 

future.  The Session has committed to increase our 

mission giving to 10% of our total operating budget 

within five years.  This means we will be increasing 

that portion of our budget by roughly 6% over the 

next five years. We believe this commitment 

demonstrates that like Abraham, we have been 

blessed to be a blessing to others. 

North Church Recap 

November was a great month at North Church.  

Together we prepared and served meals to North 

Church members who mostly live their lives on the 

edge, with barely enough to make ends meet.  The 

best part was the opportunity to sit and worship 

together, allowing the gifts of the North Church 

community to enrich our lives in amazing ways.  Next 

year we hope to have more folks from Fairmount be a 

part of this amazing ministry. 

Peacemaking Offering 

THANK YOU!  Fairmount has given $2,050 to the 

Peacemaking Offering.  Half of this money  has 

been sent to the Presbyterian Peacemaking Office to 

support national and international peacemaking 

efforts of our denomination, 25% has been sent to the 

Presbytery office and 25% will be used by Fairmount‘s 

Outreach Mission Council to further our work for 

peace and justice. 

Remember the words of 
the Lord Jesus, ‘It is 
more blessed to give 
than to receive.’ - 
‘Acts 20:35 
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General Announcements 

Technology and Faith 
You may have noticed new flat screen smart TVs in 
both the Ganson Room and Room 207.  These 
televisions, in addition to the purchase of new 
computers for staff, were paid for through the Louise 
Westfall Fund. This special fund was designated  by 
Louise to be used for the purchase of technology in 
support of the ministries of the church. In the coming 
months additional funds from the Louise Westfall 
Fund will be used to transform Room 207 into a 
modern, tech-friendly meeting space.  Thank you to 
all who contributed to the fund in years past. Your 
generosity is enabling us to more effectively use 
technology to teach the faith. 
 
NEW Website  
The church's new website is up and running at 
www.fairmountchurch.org.  We encourage you to 
take a look!  The staff hopes the new website will 
make it easier for both members and visitors to learn 
more about the ministries and missions of the 
church. On the new website, you can listen to and 
read the latest sermons, read session minutes, make 
donations, register for an event, view our church 
calendar, and learn more about most current events 
at the church. 
 

Pictorial Directory 

Thank you to all who have expressed 
an interest in receiving the latest 
pictorial directory. Your staff has 
postponed the printing of the 
directories to ensure that the next pictorial directory 
includes as many member and family photos as 
possible. During this holiday season, take a photo of 
your family for our pictorial directory. Email the 
photo to photos@fairmountchurch.org or drop off the 
photo in our church office. Thank you for your 
patience. 
 

Loving Childcare for Special Events  
Our nursery is now bustling with activity at times 
other than Sunday mornings!  Because we have 
increased the child care offerings for a variety of 
special services and programs during the church year, 
we need additional paid hourly staff to help cover 
these child care needs.  Are you interested in being 
called to serve as a paid caregiver when these 
opportunities come up?  We hope so.  Please contact 
Betsy Wooster, Director of Spiritual Formation. 
 

That’s a LOT of Pancakes! 
Many thanks for your hearty appetites.  Together we 

raised over $1,600 at the Youth Pancake Breakfast on 

11/17/13.  This money will go toward the Mission Trip 

to the Dominican Republic next summer. 

Euclid Church League Basketball 
Do you like to play basketball?  Come play for the 
Fairmount Team!  Beginning in January, ten to 
twelve church teams will play an 11-week regular 
season on Tuesday nights.  Most games are played at 
Lutheran High School East in Cleveland Heights; 
others are played at St. John Lutheran Church in 
South Euclid.  Contact Pastor Derek at 
dredwine@fairmountchurch.org  
 
Stewardship 
THANK YOU to the many Members and Friends of 
Fairmount who have paid their pledge and challenge 
commitment for 2013. If you have not turned in your 
pledge, please do so soon. Thank you for all the ways 
you give. 
 

DECEMBER 31st will be 
here before you know it! 
In order to obtain credit for tax 
purposes, your contributions to 
Fairmount must be received in 
the office OR postmarked by the 
end of the business day Tuesday, December 31st.  You 
may make your contributions by cash, check, on 
Fairmount‘s online giving portal or by gifting stock.  
If you need information on your pledge for 2013, to 
make a pledge for 2014 or on how to donate stock, 
please call Nancy Cochrane at 216-321-5800, 
extension 124. 
 

2013 Christmas Joy Offering 
For more than 70 years, Presbyterians have given 
generously at Christmas to support the unmet needs 
of families who have devoted their lives to the 
mission of the PC(USA).  The Christmas Joy 
Offering is shared equally by the Assistance 
Program of the Board of Pensions.  The Offering 
dates back to the 1930s, when the 
former Presbyterian Church in 
the United States began an 
offering to supplement 
inadequate retirement income 
and provide supplemental 
medical insurance for former 
ministers, missionaries, church 
workers, and their families. 
Although its roots trace back many years, this special 
offering remains just as essential today. Equally 
important to the financial help provided is the 
spiritual benefit received. Please give generously by 
way of the special Christmas Joy Offering 
envelopes on Sunday, December 22nd or 
selecting ‗Christmas Joy  Offering‘ when giving 
online. 
 

http://www.fairmountchurch.org/
http://www.fairmountchurch.org/
mailto:photos@fairmounth.org
mailto:dredwine@fairmountchurch.org
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=jBDXNJ23TdSKRM&tbnid=JkYQdT7X0QXY4M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Foceanchurch.squarespace.com%2Foceanchurch%2F2013%2F4%2F11%2Fnew-picture-directory.html&ei=aip9UsfuG6az
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Member News 

December 2013 
Birthdays* 

12/01   Carol Flack 
12/02  Betty Olson 
12/03  Helen Halle 
             Ellie McBride 
12/08  Marcine Pensiero 
12/09  Jim Crosby 
             Nana Landgraf 
12/14   Liz Jarvey 
12/21   Carol Mock 
12/22  Willa Jordan 
             Kirk Neiswander 
12/24  Carl Doershuk 
12/26  Connie Calvert 
12/29  Olive McLaughlin 
             John S. Murphy 
12/30  Marge Carlson 
12/31   Jane Harris 
             Sarah Pope 
 
Anniversaries 

12/26  Nancy and Kevin Petru (35) 
12/27  Amy and Eric Carlson (25) 

 

*Birthdays are listed every five years, 
beginning with the 40th, and then every 
year, beginning with the 70th. 

*Anniversaries are listed every five 
years until the 50th, when they are 
listed every year. 

Fairmount Guild 

Fairmount Women’s Guild invites you to the 
7th Annual ―Cookie Co-op,‖ 
 - open to all Women of Fairmount… 

Tuesday, December 10, 2013, 
9:30 a.m., in the kitchen 
Mark your calendar and make your 
reservation today! The cost is $10 
per individual. Included is a recipe booklet, cooking 
instructions, dozens of cookies to take home AND 
lunch!   

RSVP by Tuesday, December 3rd and join us for 
a morning of baking and bonding.  Please contact:  
Chris Hicks, 216-371-5083; Anne Bourassa, 330-
656-4226 

 

 

Saturday, December 21st, 6:30 p.m. 

at the home of John and Peg Zitzner 

3233 Fox Hollow Drive, Pepper Pike 

What to bring: potluck main dish, side dish or 

dessert. 

Help the children of Breakthrough Schools. Bring 
long-sleeved, white dress shirts or make a monetary 
contribution for beverages at the event.  Donations 
will go to Breakthrough Schools.  

RSVP: 216-373-7801 or 

jzitzner@breakthroughschools.org 

 

 

 

Faithful Lives Film Series 

Friday, January 10th, 6:30 p.m. in the Ganson 

Room.  Your Discussion leaders will be Bryan & 

Laura Frentzko .  The movie scheduled is Lincoln, 

released 11/9/12, starring Daniel Day-Lewis (Oscar 

for Best Actor). 

Faith and Fellowship 

PROGRAM & SUPPORT STAFF 
Rev. Derek Starr Redwine — Senior Pastor/Head of Staff 
Rev. Eric R. Dillenbeck - Associate Pastor 
Betsy Wooster – Director of Spiritual Formation 
Robert L. Moncrief – Minister of Music 

Amy Carlson – Hand Bell Director 
Barbara Lang - Angel Choir Director 
Peggy Quarles - Early Childhood Coordinator 
Nancy Cochrane – Church Administrator 
Christine Winters - Office Manager 
Ann Randall – Financial Secretary 
Michael Ervin, Leeron Hines, Antonio Bohannon – Custodians 
Sharon Gay – Housekeeping 
Magella Roserie - Toddler and Infant Care 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=6tSfwZwsyEIgeM&tbnid=u3qqINUCuCJ9eM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Ftamilpaingili.blogspot.com%2F2011_09_01_archive.html&ei=9xCYUrT2O8XuoATRjoCoCw&bvm=bv.57155469,d.cGU&p
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2013 - 2014 Music at Fairmount 

The Choir of Clare College, Cambridge University 

Graham Ross, Conductor 

Veni Emmanuel:  Music of Advent—Music of Howells, Byrd, Britten, 

Warlock, Taverner, Bach, Mendelssohn, Rutter, Pärt 

Saturday, December 14,  at 7:30 p.m.  

Free-will offering; reception sponsored by Cleveland Chapter, American Guild of 

Organists. 

The Choir will sing additional music at the 11:00 a.m. worship on December 15th. 

 

 

 

 

 

CityMusic Cleveland—Wednesday, December 4, 7:30 p.m. 

Stefan Willich conducts trumpeter Mark Maliniak and the orchestra with a variety of pieces by Johann Strauss 

(including the Overture to Die Fledermaus and Blue Danube), Josef Strauss (Ohne Sorgen Polka) and 

Hummel (Trumpet Concerto in E Major).  

The Choir of Clare College 


